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The Inspiration 

The term, culturally relevant pedagogy, was established by Dr. Gloria Ladson-Billings to describe “…a the-
oretical model that not only addresses student achievement but also helps students to accept and affirm their 

cultural identity while developing critical perspectives that challenge inequities that schools (and other insti-
tutions) perpetuate” (1995, p. 469). 

The Heart of the Matter 

Someone once said, “People like to be celebrated and not tolerated.”  This is true of multilingual and multi-

cultural populations.  What is lamentable is that some tolerate, marginalize, and alienate members of those 

multilingual and multicultural populations.  This is a reality that adversely affects education, commerce, and 

international relations.  Culturally proficient leaders are advocates for their multilingual and multicultural 

populations.  To fulfill this role, leaders, including educators, must be transparent in their personal reflec-

tions.  They should examine their existence in their communities, decide to be responsive to their constitu-

ents, and become agents of change.   

Above & Beyond 

Success in ESOL is not “just good teaching.”   Research has shown that “best practices,” in isolation, is not 

conducive to success.   If “good teaching” was the solution, then many educators could hide behind “best 

practices,” fail to challenge their misinformed perceptions of their students and families, and develop stu-

dents who are well-rounded, socially adjusted, and aware of and take advantage of all the financial and so-

cial resources in their communities.  In fact, prejudiced views of an educator might form a barrier that pre-

vents students from researching topics and discourage that same teacher from sharing knowledge that could 

increase their social and cultural capital (Bourdieu, 1979).  The field of ESOL embraces focused study, re-

search-based strategies, and collaborative efforts of all stakeholders.   

School Leadership & Other Educational Institutions 

School districts have become increasingly interested in culturally responsive teaching.  School principals 

have inquired about their school environments and classroom strategies and how they might be able to make 

their multicultural and multilingual families feel welcome (Moyer & Clymer, 2009).  Recently, education 

has recognized that there is more to students’ academic success than simply grades.  In fact, students’ sense 

of belonging directly impacts their performance (Mertens, Afara, & Caskey, 2007). Students’ culture has a 

significant part to play in their sense of well-being.  
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STRANDS for the 2017 GATESOL Annual Conference: 

K Know Thyself and Others 

Being reflective in your teaching, preparation, and interaction with your 

students, colleagues, and families.   

E Engage All Stakeholders 

Engaging your families, businesses, community leaders, and legislators as 

you work to affect a change in the lives of your English Learners and mem-

bers of the multilingual and multicultural populations. 

Y Yield to Public Policy 

Reaching out to your Legislators, Representatives, Senators, and other guid-

ing organizations responsible for overseeing education, related programs, 

and outreach. 

S Strategize Instruction and Collaboration 

Developing lesson plans, delivering professional development, and working 

across the curriculum to meet the educational and personal needs of your 

multilingual and multicultural populations. 
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Contemplation, Communication, & Collaboration 

The 2017 GATESOL Annual Conference, “K.E.Y.S. to Cultural Proficiency: Unlocking the Language of 
Equitable Instruction,” will address these issues and so many more!  Our English Learners are valuable 
assets in our educational organizations and communities.  GATESOL advocates for those English Learners 
and their educators and seeks to establish and maintain partnerships with all organizations supporting our 
mission.  We look forward to welcoming our Keynote Speakers, Dr. Gloria Ladson-Billings and Dr. Danny 
Brassell, and other vital community leaders who play monumental roles in empowering and educating Eng-
lish Learners and other multilingual and multicultural populations!  If you want to be a part in finding out 
what can be done to provide equal access to education of English Learners and their families and to engage 
stakeholders of all facets of our society, make plans to join us in Macon-Bibb, Georgia, October 19-20, 
2017, for GATESOL’s Annual Conference!  
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